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FDI inflows and the underlying trend, 1990–2018
(Indexed, 2010 = 100)

Global FDI was down by 13% in 2018 – the 

underlying trend has been anemic since 

2008



Competition for scarce FDI is leading 

to a new boom in SEZs
Historical trend in SEZs
(Numbers of countries and SEZs)



SEZs are an important tool for investment 

promotion in most countries, but not 

successful everywhere
Survey of investment promotion agencies in 110 economies
(Percentage of respondents)



Zone types follow an SEZ development ladder



Lessons for modern zone development



Comprehensive monitoring and 

evaluation essential 
SEZ sustainable development “profit and loss statement”



Looking ahead, SEZs face a triple 

challenge
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